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Lay Dominican Rule
The History of the Rule for Lay Dominicans

	The Lay Dominicans originated in their present form with the promulgation of the first Rule under Munio de Zamora, Master of the Order, in 1285.  Their spiritual origin began with the penitential movements surrounding St. Dominic as he gathered lay groups for the spiritual and material defense of the Church and for apostolic work.  Lay Dominicans have existed, under various names, since the beginning of the Dominican Order and have always performed specific functions and collaborated closely with the other branches of the Dominican Family.

	There have been five Rules for Lay Dominicans since the foundation of the Order.  The first was that promulgated by Munio de Zamora in 1285, for the “Brothers and Sisters of Penance of St. Dominic”.  That Rule, slightly amended, received Papal approval in 1405.  It survived for centuries, serving Lay Dominicans and being adopted for other branches of the Dominican Family.

	The Second Rule, adapted to the new Code of Canon Law in 1917, was approved in 1923 under Master Louis Theissling, with the title: “Rule of the Secular Third Order of St. Dominic”.

	After Vatican II, an obvious need existed to update the 1923 Rule; accordingly, the Third Rule was approved in 1964.  However, the General Chapter of River Forest in 1968 proposed a Fourth Rule, which was promulgated by Master Aniceto Fernandez in 1969 and approved on an experimental basis by the Sacred Congregation for Religious in 1972 under the title: “Rule of the Lay Fraternities of St. Dominic”.  With this title, reference to “Third Order” had disappeared, as confirmed by legislation of the 1974 General Chapter.

	Finally, after the promulgation of the new Code of Canon Law in 1983 and the “Bologna Document on the Dominican Family” in the same year, the General Chapter of Rome in 1983 commissioned the Master of the Order to hold an International Congress of Lay Dominicans in order to renew and adapt its Rule.  The Congress was held in Montreal, Canada, in 1985, and a new Rule was prepared.  This Fifth Rule, the “Statutes of Fraternities of Lay Dominicans” was approved by the Sacred Congregation for Religious and Secular Institutes in January 1987, and promulgated by Master Damian Byrne on January 28, 1987.



Letter from Jerome Cardinal Hamer, O.P. - Prefect
Congregation for Religious and Secular Institutes

The Master General of the Order of Preachers on March 14, 1986, through the Procurator General, sent this Congregation the text of the Rule of the Lay Fraternities of St. Dominic in order to obtain a definitive approval of the text.

After mature consideration and paying attention to the favorable vote of the Congress, this Congregation by force of the present decrees approves the text, of which there is an exemplar in the Archives of the Congregation, together with the corrections of the Congress presented in the letter sent with it.

Anything to the contrary notwithstanding.
Given at Rome on January 15, 1987.

Jerome Cardinal Hamer, O.P., Prefect
Archbishop Vincent Fagiolo, Secretary

Letter from Damian Byrne, O.P. – Master of the Order
To the Lay Fraternities of St. Dominic

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord and St. Dominic:

Joyfully I give you the text of the Rule of the Lay Fraternities of St. Dominic, which has very recently (January 15, 1987) been definitively approved by the Congregation for Religious and Secular Institutes.

The text of the preceding Rule, promulgated by Father Aniceto Fernandez in 1969, was approved by the Holy See on an experimental basis.  The General Chapter held in Rome in 1983 commissioned the Master General of the order to hold an international meeting of the Dominican Laity in order to renew and adapt the Rule of the Dominican Laity.  This meeting, held in Montreal, Canada, June 24-29, 1985, produced the text which is now definitively approved.

Let this Rule be in your hearts and in your fraternities as a gospel ferment to nourish holiness and promote the apostolate together with the whole Dominican Family.

Greetings in the Lord.

Given at Rome, January 28, 1987, on the Feast of St. Thomas Aquinas.

Damian Byrne, O.P.
Master of the Order

The Rule for Lay Communities of St. Dominic

I.
The Fundamental Constitution for Lay Dominicans

Laity in the Church

1. Among the disciples of Christ, men and women living in the world, in virtue of their Baptism and Confirmation, have been made participants in the prophetic, priestly, and royal office of our Lord Jesus Christ.  They are called to bring Christ’s living presence to people so that “the divine message of salvation be made known and accepted by all people throughout the world.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Vatican Council II, Apostolicum Actuositatem, 4, par. 3. (Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity)] 


Lay Dominicans

2. Some of these disciples of Christ, moved by the Holy Spirit to live a life according to the spirit and charism of St. Dominic, are incorporated into the Order through a special promise according to their appropriate statutes.

Dominican Family

3. Lay Dominicans are united in communities, and they constitute with other groups of the Order, one Family.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Constitutions and Ordinations of the Friars of the Order of Preachers, LCO 141.] 


Distinctive Character of Lay Dominicans

4. They are accordingly distinguished both by their own spirituality and by their service to God and neighbor in the Church.  As members of the Order, they participate in its apostolic mission through prayer, study, and preaching according to the state proper to the laity.

Apostolic Mission

5. Following examples of St. Dominic, St. Catherine of Siena, and our predecessors who illumined the life of the Order and the Church, and strengthened by their familial communion, they bear witness above all to their own faith, listening to the needs of the contemporaries and serving the truth.

6. They carefully attend to the principal goals of the Church’s contemporary apostolate, striving in a special way to manifest true mercy for all who are suffering, to defend freedom, and to promote justice and peace.

7. Inspired by the charism of the Order, they are mindful that their apostolic activity emanates from an abundance of contemplation.
II.
Life of the Dominican Communities

Obligations of Community Life

8. Lay Dominicans should strive, to the best of their ability, to live in true familial communion in accordance with the spirit of the Beatitudes in every circumstance, performing works of mercy and sharing what they have with members of the community, especially the poor and the sick, and offering suffrages for the dead.  In this way, all may ever have one heart and one mind in God.  (Acts 4:32)

9. Collaborating in the apostolate with brothers and sisters of the Order, members should participate actively in the life of the Church, always prepared to work with other apostolic associations.

10. To advance in their proper vocation, which inseparable joins the apostolic and the contemplative, Lay Dominicans draw their strength from these principle sources:

a. listening to the Word of God and reading Sacred Scripture, especially the New Testament;

b. daily participation, as much as possible, in the celebration of the liturgy and the Eucharistic sacrifice;

c. frequent celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation;

d. celebration of the Liturgy of Hours, in union with the entire Dominican Family, as well as private prayer, such as meditation and the Marian Rosary;

e. conversion of heart, according to the spirit and practice of evangelical asceticism;

f. assiduous study of revealed truth and unwavering reflection on contemporary problems under the light of faith;

g. devotion to the Virgin Mary, according to the tradition of the Order, to our Father St. Dominic, and St. Catherine of Siena;

h. periodic spiritual retreats.








Formation

11. The purpose of Dominican formation is to mold true adults in the Faith, capable of accepting, celebrating, and proclaiming the Word of God.  Hence, each province is responsible for establishing a program of:

a. progressive formation for beginners;

b. ongoing formation for all members, even for those living apart from the community.

12. Every Dominican must be prepared to preach the Word of God.  Through this preaching, Christians, baptized and strengthened by the Sacrament of Confirmation, exercise their prophetic office.  In our present world, preaching of the Word of God must encompass in a special way the dignity of the human person, as well as defend the sacredness of life and family.  The Dominican vocation also includes the promotion of Christian unity and dialogue with both non-Christians and non-believers.

13. The principle sources for perfecting Dominican formation are:

a. the Word of God and theological reflection;

b. liturgical prayer;

c. the history and tradition of the Order;

d. more recent documents of the Church and the Order;

e. awareness of the signs of our times.


Profession or Promise

14. To be incorporated into the Order, members must make profession, which is a formal promise to live according to the spirit of St. Dominic, following the way of life prescribed by the Rule.  The profession or promise is either temporary or perpetual.  The following or a substantially similar formula is to be used for making profession:

To the honor of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and of St. Dominic, I, 				       (name)	     , promise before you,     (name of moderator)   , the Moderator of this chapter/pro-chapter/group, and,     (name of Spiritual Assistant)    , our Spiritual Assistant, representing the Master of the Order of Friars Preachers, that I will live according to the Lay Dominican Rule for [three years] or [my entire life]. 


III.
Organization and Government of the Communities

Meetings

15. The local community is the appropriate means for nourishing and developing each member’s dedication to his/her own vocation.  The frequency of meetings varies among communities.  Faithful attendance demonstrates the fidelity of each member.

Admission

16. The admission of candidates is entrusted to a responsible layperson, according to prescriptions established by the Guidelines as to qualifications and timetable.  Following an affirmative vote of the Council representing the candidate’s community, the responsible layperson carries out the admission process, together with the Spiritual Assistant, using the rite determined by the Guidelines.

Profession

17. After a period of probation determined by the Guidelines and with a favorable vote of the Council for the community, the responsible layperson, together with the Spiritual Assistant, receives the profession, either temporary or perpetual.

Jurisdiction and Autonomy

18. Lay communities are under the jurisdiction of the Order; nevertheless, they enjoy that autonomy proper to the laity by which they may govern themselves.

Jurisdiction in the Whole Order

19. a.  The Master of the Order, as successor of St. Dominic and head of the entire Dominican Family, presides over all lay communities in the world.  It is his responsibility to preserve the integral spirit of the Order within the communities, to establish practical norms as needed for specific times and places, and to promote the spiritual good and apostolic zeal of lay members.

b.  The Promoter General represents the Master of the Order for all lay communities and transmits their proposals to the Master or the General Chapter.

Jurisdiction in the Province

20. a.  The Prior Provincial presides over lay communities within the territorial limits of his province; and, with consent of the local Ordinary, establishes new communities.

b.  The Provincial Promoter (whether friar, brother, sister, or layperson), represents the Prior Provincial and is a member of the Lay Provincial Council with full voting rights.  The Provincial Promoter is appointed by the Provincial Chapter or by the Prior Provincial with his Council, in consultation with the Lay Provincial Council.

c.  A Lay Provincial Council, whose members are elected by the local communities, must be established in the territory of its province.  The Lay Provincial Council is regulated according to norms defined by its bylaws.  The Lay Provincial Council elects the Provincial President.

Governance in Communities

21. a.  A local community is governed by a Moderator with a Council, who together assume full responsibility for its direction and administration.

b.  The Council is elected for a specific term and in a manner established by the Provincial Guidelines.  The Council elects a Moderator from among its members.

c.  A Spiritual Assistant (friar, brother, sister, layperson), aids members in doctrinal matters and the spiritual life.  The Spiritual Assistant is appointed by the Prior Provincial in consultation with the Provincial Promoter and the Council for the local community.

National and International Councils

22. a.  Where several Provinces of the Order are present within the same nation, a National Council may be instituted according to norms established by particular Directories (bylaws and guidelines).

b.  If judged opportune, an International Council may be formed in a similar fashion after consultation with the chapters of the entire Order.

23. Lay Councils can send their proposals and petitions to a Provincial Chapter of the Friars Preachers.  Likewise, Lay Provincial and National Councils can send proposals and petitions to a General Chapter.  Representative Lay Dominicans should be invited to these Provincial or General Chapters to treat matters which concern the laity.

Statutes of the Communities

24. The statutes governing Lay Dominicans are:

a. the Rule for Lay Communities of St. Dominic;

b. general Declarations, whether of the Master of the Order or of General Chapters;

c. particular Directories (bylaws and guidelines).





General Declarations of the Rule for Lay Dominicans

Approval by Master of the Order

To complete the legislative work concerning the Lay Fraternities of St. Dominic, we approve and promulgate the following “General Declarations of the Rule for Lay Communities of St. Dominic” by the authority which we hold.  Thus, the observance of the Rule shall be attained more easily and with greater spiritual fruitfulness.

Given at Rome, on February 16, 1987

Fr. Damian Byrne, O. P. 
Master of the Order

Fr. J. Martin, O.P.
Secretary


General Declarations for Lay Communities

1. The Rule by which the lay communities of St. Dominic are governed is the fundamental law for lay communities of the whole world; the present General Declarations, promulgated by the Master of the Order, are explanations or interpretations of the aforementioned Rule.  National or Provincial Guidelines drawn up by the communities themselves, and approved by the Master of the Order, are norms particular to local communities.

2. So that lay brethren and sisters may fulfill their obligations “not like slaves under the law but like free persons under grace”, we declare that transgressions do not constitute a moral fault.

3. Superiors of communities can legitimately dispense from the prescriptions of the Rule or Guidelines, for a time or habitually, if they judge this opportune.

4. Priors Provincial have the power to validate invalid acts of a community, particularly regarding admissions to profession or a promise.

5. In addition to lay communities for which this Rule is intended, there are priestly communities which are governed by a rule proper to them.

6. Individual Guidelines should determine among other things:

a. conditions for admission to a community;

b. the time for probation and profession or promise;

c. the frequency of Sacraments, and the prayers which the lay brethren and sisters should each day raise to God;
d. the frequency of community meetings, the form of their celebration, and the frequency of spiritual retreats;

e. the internal constitution of each community and the common constitution for the communities of a province or country;

f. the procedural manner of election for those officers not specified in the Rule;

g. the manner and limitation of dispensation;

h. suffrages for deceased brothers and sisters and for the whole Order.

7. The Rosary is a traditional devotion in the Order.  By it, the mind is raised to an intimate contemplation of the mysteries of Christ through the mediation of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  Therefore, its daily recitation is commended to the lay brethren and sisters of St. Dominic.
































Lay Dominican Guidelines

Province of St. Albert the Great, U.S.A.


I.
The Fundamental Constitution for Lay Dominicans

Lay Dominicans

2.					A prospective member of the Lay Dominicans must be a practicing Catholic, at least 18 years of age, who has a desire for Christian perfection and a willingness to engage individual must have received the sacraments of initiation: Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist.  Moreover, the person should be involved in a specific apostolate or be willing to assume one.  Finally, the individual must complete the application process in accordance with provincial Guidelines.  A period of discernment and instruction follows.  Persons are admitted as Lay Dominicans when the Formation Director, Moderator, and a majority of the community Council agree that entrance is appropriate.

Distinctive Character of Lay Dominicans

4.							By agreement with the Canadian-American Association of Lay Dominicans, (Dominican Laity Interprovincial Council), prospective members must join an extant community of Lay Dominicans.  Private members are not accepted except under extraordinary circumstances, and then only if the candidate has been actively associated with the Order.

Apostolic Mission

6. Lay Dominicans are expected to offer their services in response to the contemporary needs of the Church.  This response should arise naturally from reflection on the Word of God in light of the signs of the times and knowledge of the conciliar and post-conciliar documents of the Second Vatican Council.



II.
Life of the Dominican Communities

Obligations of Community Life

10.			c.  The individual member determines what frequent means to him/her.

d.   Each member is expected to say some portions of the Liturgy of the Hours daily, especially the two principal components: Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer.

e.   Conversion of heart occurs through the practice of reconciliation in light of the Gospels.

g.   Devotion to Mary, the Virgin Mother of God.

h.  Days of reconciliation, retreats, and other suitable spiritual exercises, which allow for times of prayer, meditation, study, or instruction, should be held annually.

Formation

11.	a.  The development of a candidate into an adult in the Faith is an ongoing process. Responsive to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, the Lay Dominican makes use of all phases of the Lay Dominican Formation Program.  New members usually spend at least six months studying the Initiate phase.  This phase may be shortened or lengthened at the suggestion of the prospective candidate or at the discretion of the Formation Director and the Council.  The consent of the Formation Director, Moderator, and Council is required for reception.  Following reception, the candidate spends one year studying the Candidacy I phase.  This time may again be shortened or lengthened at the discretion of the candidate in consultation with the Formation Director, Moderator, and Council.  On completion of this phase, the candidate makes temporary profession, also called the temporary promise.[footnoteRef:3]  The candidate then enters the Candidacy II phase.  The time spent in this phase is again variable, but usually does not exceed three years.  The consent of the Formation Director, Moderator, and Council is required to make final profession, which constitutes a lifelong commitment to Dominican life and ministry as expressed in the Lay Dominican Rule and Guidelines.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  In the edition typica of the Rule of Lay Dominicans, Profession or Promise (“Professio vel promissio”) are equivalent terms:  Regula Fraternitatum Laicalium S. Dominici, no. 14, Ed. D. Byrne, Analecta Sacri Ordinis Prædicatorum 95, 1987, pp. 83-88.]  [4:  Neither temporary nor final profession are in any equivalent to the canonical vows taken by those in consecrated religious life.] 


	b.  Ongoing formation through the Lay Dominican Formation Program is a personal and communal obligation, which necessarily addresses the Dominican charisms of prayer (personal and liturgical), study, apostolate, and community.  Ongoing formation enables members to witness to the Dominican apostolate in the life of the Church and in the world.  It presupposes continued study of Sacred Scripture, papal encyclicals, the Catechism of the Catholic Church, directives of the Master of the Order, acts of General Chapters of the Order, bishops’ pastorals, Church history, Catholic Tradition, Dominican history, prayer, spirituality, the Trinity, Christology, Marian theology, Church teachings on peace and justice, the lives of the saints, and other content as seems useful and appropriate.

12.	Preaching and the lay vocation are described in detail by the Second Vatican Council, Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity, Apostolicam Actuositatem (November 19, 1965); Pope Paul VI, Apostolic Exhortation on Evangelization in the Modern World, Evangelii Nuntiandi (December 8, 1975); and Pope John Paul II, Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation on the Vocation and Mission of the Lay Faithful in the Church and in the World, Christifideles Laici (December 30, 1988).

13.	e.  Some examples of “signs of our times” include the prevalence of evil, disregard for the dignity of the human person, denial of basic necessities, persecution of minority groups, relativism, consumerism, wars, oppression, and disregard for the sacredness of life.

Profession or Promise

14.	a.  Prior to making either temporary or final profession, a candidate must:

i. demonstrate proper disposition;

ii. complete appropriate phases of formation;

iii. request making the profession;

iv. secure approval from the Formation Director, Moderator, and Council of his/her community.

[bookmark: _Hlk505109631]b.  The profession (promise) is a formal commitment – without being a canonical vow – to live according to the Lay Dominican Rule.  Reception and profession are made in the presence of the community, its Moderator, and, when possible, the Provincial Promoter and/or the Provincial President.

c.   Communities must maintain a Register of Receptions and Professions in which the names of those received and professed are recorded together with the date, the location, and the person performing the ceremony for each person who is received or professed.  This information must be forwarded to the Provincial President.

d.  Transfer to another community or affiliation with a different province is possible.  Such transfers are ordinarily arranged by the Provincial President.  Those transferring to another community or affiliating with a different province should be welcomed with the same status they held previously, once having obtained the consent of the new community and province.

e.  While the Code of Canon Law (1983) permits simultaneous membership in more than one lay Order, such is not allowed by Lay Dominicans of the United States and Canada (Dominican Laity Interprovincial Council, 2006).  Therefore, members of other lay Orders wishing to affiliate with Lay Dominicans in the Province of St. Albert the Great (U.S.A.), must decide, prior to making final profession, whether they wish to become a Lay Dominican or revert to their previous Order.  Similarly, if a fully professed Lay Dominican wishes to transfer to another Order, formal release from his/her promise must be given by the Provincial Promoter.  In addition, before being admitted into another lay Order, that Order should be informed of previous membership as a Lay Dominican.


III.
Organization and Government of the Communities

Meetings

15.	a.  Communities should meet at least once per month; ideally, two meetings per month should be considered so as to build and strengthen community.

	b.  Regular attendance at meetings is of the utmost importance for all members.  For those having made their final profession, regular attendance witnesses to their Dominican vocation.  For those in the early stages of formation, their presence at meetings manifests their Dominican calling.  Consistent unexplained absences of those preparing for final profession should be taken into consideration as a possible basis for dismissal.  Members who have made final profession and who are consistently and inexcusably absent from meetings may, after two warnings, be considered inactive members.  While still remaining Lay Dominicans, their names should be removed from both community and provincial mailing lists.  Fidelity to one’s vocation through regular attendance at community meetings is of the utmost importance.

Admission

16.	a.  Following completion of the application process and approval from the Formation Director, Moderator, and Council, the prospective member is received into the Initiate Phase of Lay Dominican formation.  If appropriate, an admission ceremony may be conducted by the Moderator or Formation Director.

	b.  After completing the Initiate Phase of the Lay Dominican formation program, and with the approval of the Formation Director, Moderator, and Council, the Initiate is received as a Lay Dominican.

	c.  At reception, new members are invested with the Dominican scapular.  The scapular is a sacramental with rich historical roots reaching to the first days of the Order.  In addition, a medal of St. Dominic is given, which may be worn in place of the scapular.  A copy of the Rule and Ceremonial for Lay Dominicans is also provided, the study of which proves most important in preparing for temporary profession.


Profession

17.	See Formation, No. 11a.

a.   At the ceremony for temporary profession, a Dominican shield pin is presented to the newly professed and may be worn as a visible expression of one’s vocation as a member of the lay branch of the Dominican Family.

b.   As members of the Order of Preachers, Lay Dominicans who have made temporary profession may use O.P. after their names.  However, when thus identifying themselves as Dominicans in public, Lay Dominicans should preface their names with an appropriate title (e.g., Mr., Mrs., Ms.).

c.   The Moderator of the local community, representing the Master of the Order, together with the Formation Director, usually receives the profession.  The Provincial Promoter and Provincial President may also be invited to witness the profession.

d.   The aforementioned process for temporary profession also applies to final profession.  At final profession, a Dominican cross is presented to those making a lifetime commitment.  If a member so wishes, this cross may be place with his/her remains after death.

Jurisdiction and Autonomy

18.	Three organizational categories exist within the Province of St. Albert the Great – Chapter, Pro-Chapter, and Group.

a.   A Chapter consists of ten or more members, with a minimum of five being finally professed.

i. A Chapter must have a Moderator, Secretary-Treasurer, Formation Director, and Delegate to the Provincial Council.  Larger Chapters may elect a Vice-Moderator and separate members to serve as the Secretary and Treasurer, respectively.  The Moderator should be a finally professed Lay Dominican.

ii. Each Chapter must have a Council of no fewer than three and no more than six members, depending on the size of the Chapter.  The professed members of the Chapter elect members to the Council.

iii. The Formation Director is appointed according to qualifications determined by the Chapter Council and in consultation with the Provincial Promoter and the Provincial President.

iv. Additional formation personnel may also be approved by the Chapter Council with the consent of the Formation Director, so as to facilitate more conveniently the direction of members at various stages of formation.

v. Terms of office for the Moderator, Secretary-Treasurer, and Council members should be at least three years with a maximum of four years.  These officers may be re-elected to a second consecutive term.

vi. The Formation Director and other formation personnel are appointed and have no set term of office.

b.   A Pro-Chapter consists of six or more members, with a minimum of two being finally professed.

i. A Pro-Chapter must have an elected Moderator and Secretary-Treasurer, plus a Delegate to the Provincial Council.  The Formation Director is appointed by the Provincial President in consultation with members of the Pro-Chapter and should be a finally professed Lay Dominican.

ii. After meeting all necessary requirements (see No. 18a), a Pro-Chapter may petition the Provincial Council for Chapter status, but only after sufficient time to ensure cohesiveness and stability of the community.

iii. The terms of the various officers for a Pro-Chapter are the same as those for a Chapter.

c.   A Group must consist of at least three members, potentially including a finally professed member who is qualified to lead them.  More generally, the leader of the Group can be a layperson, friar, or sister, but he/she must be approved for this role by the Provincial Promoter and the Provincial President.

i. Once the Group has become cohesive, all members may take part in the election of a Moderator.

ii. As the Group grows, it may elect other offices, such as Secretary-Treasurer and Delegate to the Provincial Council.  A Formation Director may also be appointed in consultation with the Provincial President.

iii. After meeting all necessary requirements (see No. 18b), a Group may petition the Provincial Council for Pro-Chapter status.

d.   Ideally, all Chapters, Pro-Chapters, and Groups within a given region of the province should strive to meet periodically for prayer, study, community, and exchange of apostolic efforts.  Contact should be maintained with private members within a given region and hey should be invited to participate in activities within that particular region.  Chapters, Pro-Chapters, and Groups are free to choose their own monthly meeting dates and to elect their own officers from among their members, in accordance with the Rule and Guidelines.




Jurisdiction in the Province

20.	c.  Delegates to the Lay Dominican Provincial Council for the Province of St. Albert the Great (U.S.A.) are elected by professed members affiliated with each local community.  First and Second Alternates are also elected to replace, if necessary, Delegates unable to attend a Provincial Council meeting.  Terms of office are determined by the Bylaws of the Provincial Council.  The officers of the Provincial Council and the Delegate to the Dominican Laity Interprovincial Council (and also First and Second Alternates) are elected from among the voting members of the Provincial Council.  Delegates to the Provincial Council are expected to maintain contact with Chapters, Pro-Chapters, and Groups within their regions.  They are also responsible, along with Moderators in their regions, for making arrangements with respect to retreats, days of recollection, and other Lay Dominican events.

Governance in Communities

21.	a.  See Jurisdiction and Autonomy, Nos. 18a-d.

	b.  See Jurisdiction and Autonomy, Nos. 18a-c.

	c.  In addition to a friar or sister in the role of a Spiritual Assistant, the General Chapter of Rome declared that “a qualified finally professed Lay Dominican” could assume this role.

National and International Councils

22.	a.  The Eastern, Central, Southern, and Western Provinces in the United States, the Canadian Province, and the Vietnamese Vicariate of North America form the Dominican Laity Interprovincial Council (DLIPC).  Membership in the DLIPC is composed of the following:

i. the President of each Province and the Vicariate;

ii. an elected Delegate from each Province and the Vicariate;

iii. the Promoters of Lay Dominicans from each Province and the Vicariate.

b.  The International Council for Lay Dominican Fraternities (ICLDF) was established, in accordance with the Rule of the Lay Fraternities of St. Dominic, in May 2002, at Santa Sabina, Rome, in the presence of Fr. Carlos A. Azpiroz Costa, O.P., Master of the Order of Preachers, and Fr. Gerald Stookey, O.P., Promoter General for the Lay Dominicans.  Representatives to the ICLDF are elected from members of the DLIPC, excluding Provincial Promoters.




Statutes of the Communities

24.	b. If statutory matters pertaining to Lay Dominicans are on the agenda, representative Lay Dominicans from Provincial or National Councils should be invited to participate in General Chapters of the Order.

	c.  Guidelines for the Province of St. Albert the Great, U.S.A.

d. The ICLDF also functions with statutes, regulations, and recommendations, as itemized in the Appendix.







APPENDIX

Statutes, Regulations, and Recommendations
International Council for Lay Dominican Fraternities

Preamble

The International Council for Lay Dominican Fraternities, hereafter referred to as the ICLDF or the “Council”, is motivated by the love of Christ and His Church, as expressed in the apostolic spirit of St. Dominic.  It was established according to Rule 22b of the Rule of Lay Fraternities of St. Dominic in May 2002 at Santa Sabina, Rome, in the presence of Fr. Carlos A. Azpiroz Costa, O.P., Master of the Order, and Fr. Gerald Stookey, O.P., Promoter General of the Lay Dominicans.  While recognizing that each Province, Vice-Province, and Vicariate is entitled to its own autonomy according to the rights and responsibilities as defined in the Rule, the Council draws upon and supports each one’s specific charism.  Hereafter, “Province” shall refer to all Provinces, Vice-Provinces, and Vicariates.

Mission Statement

ICLDF is an international network for promoting greater communication between Lay Dominican Fraternities in order to achieve a more effective preaching of the Gospel.

Statutes of the Council

A. Government
1. The Council is governed by statutes and regulations.

2. The statutes can be changed only with a two-thirds majority of all voting members at an International Congress.  The Council can alter the regulations and recommendations.

3. The Council understands its obligation to uphold the interests of the Lay Dominican Fraternities and is under the canonical authority of the Master of the Order.

4. All statutes and regulations are subject to and must be compliant with and not inconsistent with the Rule.

B. Membership
1. The Council is composed of the Promoter General of the Lay Dominicans and five elected Lay Dominicans who have made Perpetual (Life, Final) Profession, one from each of the Regions.

2. The Regions are: [1] Africa – African Council for Lay Dominican Fraternities (ACLDF); [2] Asia Pacific – Asia Pacific Council of Lay Dominicans (APCLD); [3] Europe – European Council for Lay Dominican Fraternities (ECLDF); [4] North America – Dominican Laity Inter-Provincial Council (DLIPC); and [5] Latin America – Consejo de las Fraternidades Laicales Dominicanas de America Latina y el Caribe (COFALC).  Each Region shall elect one representative according to the procedure prevalent in that Region.  Under special circumstances, the Master of the Order shall appoint the representative for a particular Region until a regular election can be held.

3. The members of the Council shall be elected for a non-renewable term of three years beginning on July 1.

4. Terms shall be staggered so that no more than two Council members will currently end in any given year.

5. Each Council member shall serve for one year as Coordinator of the Council on a rotating basis, as agreed upon by the Council.  The Council shall elect a Coordinator each year from their members by lottery.  If the Coordinator cannot be present, the Coordinator shall appoint his/her temporary replacement from among the remaining Council members, who shall have the Coordinator’s proxy voting authority.

6. The Council shall elect a treasurer from the Council members, or co-opt, hire, or seek assistance from a competent Dominican for that office.  The co-opted treasurer is not a member of the Council.

7. Should any member resign or die before their term of office has ended, or miss two consecutive meetings of the Council, the Council of the relevant Region shall elect another representative to complete the term.  The temporary replacement shall be eligible for election to a regular term.

8. In the case of a Council member being unable to attend a meeting, a predecessor shall attend in his/her place.

9. A quorum of three members is needed for a valid meeting.

10. All decisions of the Council require a majority vote.  In cases where there are four members present and a tie vote occurs, the Council shall, if possible and practicable, contact the absent member.  If this is impossible, then the Coordinator shall have the casting vote even if he/she is a temporary replacement.

C. Duties of the Council
1. a. The Council members shall establish continual communication with the Lay Dominicans in their respective regions.

b.  The Council shall establish and maintain an effective relationship with the other groups in the Dominican Family.

c.  The Council shall endeavor to collaborate with all groups in international activities of the Dominican Family.

2. The Council shall present subjects pertaining to International Regions to official institutions of the Dominican Order.

3. a.  The Council shall prepare an annual budget and financial report.

b.  The Council shall request an annual financial contribution from each Region.

4. The Council shall collect and distribute information and relevant documents.

5. When requested, the Council shall nominate its representatives for International meetings.

6. The Council shall prepare and be responsible for the effective running of any International Congress of Lay Dominican Fraternities every ten years and perform the following activities:

a) Establish appropriate committees;

b) Produce a program for the Congress;

c) Notify all Provincial Promoters and Provincial Presidents (or delegated contact persons) of the Congress;

d) Establish the membership of the Electoral Body (i.e., those members eligible to vote) at the Congress;

e) Present the operating budget and raise funds for the effective running of the Congress;

f) Provide a financial report on the Congress, and prepare and publish the Acts of the Congress.

7. Lay Dominicans, friars, nuns, or sisters with special skills or qualifications may be co-opted at the discretion of the Council for a specific period.  They do not have voting rights.
Statutes of the Congress
A. Composition of the Congress
1. a.  Each Province, Vice-Province, and Vicariate shall send one delegate to the Congress.  When possible, this delegate shall be the President.

b.  Each Province, Vice-Province, and Vicariate shall elect an alternative delegate should the President be unable to attend.

c.  All delegates must be finally professed Lay Dominicans.

d.  All ICLDF members shall be eligible to attend.

e.   Members of the Executive Committee of the Congress shall be eligible to attend.

f.   Regional Presidents are eligible to attend.

2. The Promoter General for the Dominican Laity shall also attend.

3. Each Province (see Preamble) shall send one delegate; however, for a multinational province, fraternities may send one delegate from each country.

4. The names of all delegates shall be submitted at least six months before the Congress.

5. All delegates shall have a letter of authorization from their Lay Provincial Council or Prior Provincial testifying that they have been chosen to represent their Province.

6. The Master of the Order shall be invited to the Congress.

7. A canon lawyer shall be invited to the Congress.

B. Duties and Functions
1. To study and discuss issues of the Lay Dominican Fraternities and to make proposals to the ICLDF.

2. To discuss, propose, and vote on changes to the Rule.

3. To make representations to the Master of the Order on matters concerning Lay Dominican Fraternities.

4. To propose and promote means of financing the work of ICLDF.

5. To vote on the acceptance of any suggested changes to the Statutes of the Council.

6. a.  To discuss ways and means of assisting members to fulfill their preaching mission.

b.  To discuss ways of promoting vocations to all branches of the Order.

c.  To discuss ways of helping those missions having a lack of materials for formation and study.

d.  To promote collaboration with all members of the Dominican Family.

C. Electoral Body
1. The Electoral Body is composed of:

a) The delegates representing their Province, Vice-Province, Vicariate, or country;

b) Members of the International Council and their replacements; if a member of the International Council is also a delegate for their Province, Vice-Province, Vicariate, or country they may have one vote only.

2. The Council shall draw up a list of those entitled to vote in the Electoral Body.

3. The Council shall appoint a Facilitator of the Electoral Body.

Responsibilities of Office Holders

1. The duties of the Coordinator are:

a) To ensure that all relevant correspondence is distributed to all members of the Council;

b) To ensure that documents concerning Lay Dominicans internationally are obtainable by all concerned;

c) To ensure that the acts of each meeting are produced and distributed to the members of the Council;

d) To act as liaison between the council members when deemed necessary;

e) To keep a record of the dates and terms of office of each member of the Council;

f) To preside at the Congress.


2.  The duties of the Treasurer are:

a) To manage the financial resources of the Council;

b) To devise strategies to obtain resources;

c) To set up a budget for expenses concerning the Council;

d) To submit yearly, independently audited accounts to the Council;

e) To set up a budget for any Lay Dominican Congress organized by the ICLDF.  Liabilities incurred by the Council in the name of the Council will be the equal responsibility of all and each Council.  Should the Council be disbanded, any outstanding funds remaining after the Council settles its expenses will go to the body agreed on by the International Assembly.




3.  The duties of the Secretary are:

a) To prepare the Acts of the Council meetings and distribute these to the Council members prior to the meeting;

b) To carry out routine secretarial duties;

c) To produce minutes for new members of the Council;

d) To oversee voting procedures;

e) To establish and update relevant contact names and addresses, e-mail and FAX numbers.

Rules and Procedures

1. Financial
All monies received will be deposited in a named account.  Only Council members have the right to draw on the account for the expenses incurred in their Council business.  Approval of expenses is the responsibility of the Coordinator, the Treasurer, and the Promoter General of the Laity.  Liabilities incurred by the Council in the name of the Council will be the equal responsibility of all and each Council member.

2. Administrative
The Council shall assemble at least once a year.  The Council shall: 

a) inform all Provinces and Vicariates on matters relating to the Congress;

b) draw up and distribute the Acts of the meeting;

c) produce and discuss matters pertaining to the International Congress;

d) maintain proper records of the meetings, including correspondence; and,

e) safeguard records of preceding Councils that comprise its history.

Recommendations

1. In keeping with its nature, the Council, being a fraternal community as well as a working structure for organization, shall carry out the following at each meeting:

a) Some time in prayer appropriate to the Council;

b) Some time in fellowship.

2. The Council aims to publish news, information, and themes for formation in IDI.

3. The Council will encourage the exchange of Formation Programs.

4. The Council will suggest dialogue concerning life in our fraternities and the creation of space for reflection on the problems of today.

5. When invited, the Council shall nominate its representative to the General Chapters of the Order and elaborate a text with proposals and petitions to be presented.
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